
      

Contact: Karla Hurter 
Phone: (703) 319-0957 
khurter@health2resources.com

  

URAC nam es I NSPI RI S as a finalist in first - ever Best Pract ices 
in Consum er Em pow erm ent and Protect ion Aw ards  
I NSPI RI S to showcase its winning program at the Best Pract ices in Consum er 
Em powerm ent and Protect ion Conference and Exhibit , March 25-26, 2008  

W ashington, D.C. Nov. 2 9 2 0 0 7 – Today URAC announced that a dist inguished 
panel of judges has selected the finalists for it s inaugural Best Pract ices in Consum er 
Em powerm ent and Protect ion Awards com pet it ion.  The nat ion-wide com pet it ion 
at t racted ent r ies detailing innovat ive and proven program s that are enhancing 
pat ient safety and giving consum ers m ore cont rol over their health care.  Winners 
represent health plans, pharm acy benefit m anagem ent organizat ions, health care 
m anagement com panies and health inform at ion technology com panies.  I NSPI RI S 
was am ong the finalists eligible to receive further dist inct ion as an award winner to 
be announced March, 2008.    

The finalists are invited to present their winning program s at the Best Pract ices in 
Consum er Em powerm ent and Protect ion Conference and Exhibit , to be held March 
25-26, 2008 at the Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel in Orlando.  Presentat ions will 
showcase working best pract ices in three categories: consum er decision support , 
integrated care coordinat ion and pat ient / consum er safety.  

“We are excited that our CarePlus nurse pract it ioner- led care and care m anagem ent 
m odel was nam ed a finalist and we look forward to the prospect of sharing the 
posit ive outcom es of our m odel,” said Mike Tudeen, president and chief execut ive 
officer of I NSPI RI S.  “The URAC Best Pract ices award is nat ional recognit ion that 
CarePlus represents an indust ry best pract ice for integrated care coordinat ion on 
behalf of frail, elderly and chronically ill pat ients.  CarePlus provides an ext ra layer of 
proact ive services to coordinate and enhance care for our pat ients.”  

“The Best Pract ices awards and conference will be an opportunity for leaders in 
health care m anagem ent to find out what prem ier com panies are really doing to 
advance consum er protect ion and em powerm ent ,” said Alan Spielm an, URAC’s 
president and CEO.  “This is a first -of- it s-kind conference with nat ional scope that 
includes ent r ies from health care m anagem ent organizat ions big and sm all, across 
the health care spect rum .”  

Ent r ies were judged by a dist inguished panel of judges, chaired by epidem iologist 
Thom as W. Wilson, Ph.D., DrPH, Trajectory HealthCare, LLC. The panel included the 
best and m ost widely recognized experts in program evaluat ion, care coordinat ion,   
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health inform at ion technology, em ployer and purchaser decision m aking and pat ient 
safety.  Ent r ies were blinded, then reviewed and scored by the judges based on 
object ive cr iter ia.         

All finalists are invited to at tend a black t ie dinner gala during the conference, at 
which t ime they will discover how they will be dist inguished as award winners.  Gold, 
Silver and Bronze Best Pract ices Award winners in each of the four organizat ion 
categories will be announced at the dinner, as well as winners in the three topic 
categories, and those receiving Honorable Ment ion.   

“There is t rem endous value in recognizing outstanding health care m anagement 
program s that advance consum er em powerm ent and protect ion,” Spielm an said.  
“This conference will prepare at tendees to apply these best pract ices to their own 
program s.  I t is a groundbreaking m echanism to m ult iply the posit ive outcom es of 
winning program s across the health care m anagem ent field and to raise the bar on 
quality for both URAC-accredited and non-accredited organizat ions.”  

About URAC  

URAC, an independent , nonprofit organizat ion, is well-known as a leader in 
prom ot ing health care quality through its accreditat ion and cert ificat ion program s. 
URAC offers a wide range of quality benchm arking program s and services that keep 
pace with the rapid changes in the health care system , and provide a sym bol of 
excellence for organizat ions to validate their com m itm ent to quality and 
accountabilit y. Through its broad-based governance st ructure and an inclusive 
standards developm ent process, URAC ensures that all stakeholders are represented 
in establishing m eaningful quality m easures for the ent ire health care indust ry. For 
m ore inform at ion, visit www.urac.org.  

About I NSPI RI S  

I NSPI RI S is a unique health care m anagem ent com pany focused on im proving the 
quality of life for the frail elderly, chronically ill and those with disabilit ies, while 
reducing the cost to Medicare Advantage and Medicaid health plans. I NSPI RI S 
partners with individual health plans to coordinate and provide care across the 
diverse set t ings where m em bers need specialized care, including post acute, long 
term care, assisted living, senior housing and hospice. For m ore inform at ion about 
I NSPI RI S, visit www.inspir is.com .  

For further reading about the I NSPI RI S way: 
ht tp: / / www.inspir is.com / newsarchive/ I B_20061214.pdf
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